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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS ; / 

1. An apparatus for disab/ing a telephone 
ringer comprising ; / 

a light sensing device operable to produce a 
signal indicative of a level of ansfoient light; and 
5 a controller operable t/o receive the signal and 

disable the telephone ringer whe^ the signal indicates 
that the ambient light has reached a predetermined level. 

2, The apparatus /according to claim 1, 
wherein the controller Is— opferable to disable the 

^ telephone ringer ^^YieY^^^M^^^'^ indicates that the 

ilj ambient light has fallen Ifelyw a predetermined threshold. 

2 3. The apparatus according in claim 1, 

W wherein the light sensing device is taken from the group 

consisting of a photovoltaic cell, a photo- transistor , 
0 and a photo-resistor. 

^ 4. The apparatus according in claim 1, 

C wherein the light sensing device and controller are 

external to the telephone and the controller is operable 
to couple between/a telephone line and an input 
5 connection of the telephone. 

5. /rhe apparatus according in claim 1, 

wherein the light sensing device and controller are 

integral with/the telephone. 
/ 

6. An apparatus fpic disabling a telephone 
ringer comprising: 

a light sensing d^^vice operable to produce a 
first signal indicative of /a level of ambient light; 
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a timing device operabljl! to produce a second 
signal indicative of a timing condition; and 

a controller operable fto receive the first and 
second signals and disable the telephone ringer when 
either (i) the first signal indicates that the ambient 
light has reached a predetermined level, or (ii) the 
second signal indicates that ^ predetermined timing 
condition has been satisfied. 



7 . The apparatus 
wherein the controller is 
telephone ringer when the fir 
ambient light has fallen bel 



according to claim 6, 
operable to disable the 

St signal indicates that the 
c^w a predetermined threshold. 



8 . The apparatus 
wherein the light sensing de\ 
consisting of a photovoltaic 
and a photo-resistor. 



9 . The apparatus 
wherein the light sensing de^ 



according in claim 6, 

ice is taken from the group 

cell, a photo-transistor, 



according in claim 6, 
Vice , timing device and 



controller are external to uhe telephone and the 
controller is operable to ciuple between a telephone line 
and an input connection of the telephone. 



10. The apparatujs 
wherein the light sensing 
controller are integral wi 



according in claim 6, 
qevice , timing device and 
the telephone. 



th 



wherein the timing device :. 
second signal to the contro 



11. The apparatus according to claim 6, 



s operable to provide the 
ller to indicate that the 
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telephone ringer is to be sequentially disabled and 
enabled at periodic pre-set times 



12. The apparatus aofcording to claim 6, 
wherein the timing device is o/perable to provide the 
second signal to the control]/er to indicate that the 
telephone ringer is to be se 
enabled at varying times on 



juentially disabled and 
varying days . 



13 . The apparatus 
wherein the timing device i 
controller . 



1 



according to claim 6, 
integral with the 



14. An apparatus for disabling a teleph^jare* 

mger comprising: ^^'-"^'^^^^^ 

a light sensing device operabl^-"^ produce a 
ignal indicative of a level of am^ii^t light; 

a controller operaW.-e^o receive the signal and 
disable the telephone ring^ when the signal indicates 
that the ambient ligij^fe^as reached a predetermined level; 
and 

a^ar^ording device operable to communicate with 
the conp^Toller and play back a recording to a calling 
parjt5<r 



15. The apparatus alccording to claim 14, 
wherein the controller is operrable to enable and disable 
the recording device such that the recording device may 
play back a recording to a calling party only when the 
signal indicates that the ^mbient light has reached the 
predetermined level . 
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16. The apparatus according.^o claim 14, 
wherein the recording device is operable to receive and 
retain a message from the calling prarty. 

17. The apparatus according to claim 14, 
wherein the controller is operabl/e to disable the 
telephone ringer when the signal / indicates that the 
ambient light has fallen below a/ predetermined threshold. 



18. The apparatus acqording in claim 14, 



wherein the light sensing devic 
consisting of a photovoltaic ce 
and a photo-resistor. 



is taken from the group 
1, a photo-transistor, 



19. The apparatus according in claim 14, 
wherein the light sensing devide, recording device and 
controller are external to the Itelephone and the 
controller is operable to couple between a telephone line 
and an input connection of the/ telephone . 
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20. The apparatus according in claim 14, 

ice and controller are 



wherein the light sensing dev 
integral with the telephone 



21. An apparatus qc 
ringer comprising : 

a light sensing device operable to produce a 
first signal indicative of a 



or disabling a telephone 



level of ambient light; 



a timing device operable to produce a second 



signal indicative of a timing 



second signals and disable t 
either (i) the first signal 



condition; 



a controller operaole to receive the first and 



le telephone ringer when 
indicates that the ambient 



/ 
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light has reached a predetermine level, or (ii) the 
second signal indicates that a predetermined timing 
condition has been satisfied; /and 

a recording device operable to communicate with 
the controller and play back fa recording to a calling 
party. 



lu 



22. The apparatus according to claim 21, 
wherein the controller is operable to enable and disable 



the recording device such 
play back the recording to 
either (i) the first signa 
light has reached the pred 
second signal indicates th. 
condition has been satisfi 



2 3 . The appara 
wherein the recording devi 
retain a message from the 



24. The apparat 
wherein the controller is 
telephone ringer when the 
ambient light has fallen 



lat the recording device may 
the calling party only when 
indicates that the ambient 
termined level, or (ii) the 
t the predetermined timing 



tus 



25. The appa 
wherein the light sensing 
consisting of a photovolt 
and a photo-resistor. 

26. The appara 
wherein the light sensing 
controller are external t 



according to claim 21, 
e is operable to receive and 
ailing party. 



us according to claim 21, 
operable to disable the 
first signal indicates that the 
ow a predetermined threshold. 



bel 



rattus according in claim 21, 

device is taken from the group 
ic cell, a photo- transistor , 



:us according in claim 21, 
device, timing device and 
o the telephone and the 
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controller is operable to couple /between a telephone line 
and an input connection of the t/elephone. 

27. The apparatus aafcording in claim 21, 
wherein the light sensing devisee, timing device and 
controller are integral with the telephone. 



28. The apparatus /according to claim 21, 
wherein the timing device is/ operable to provide the 
second signal to the control/ler to indicate that the 
telephone ringer is to be sequentially disabled and 
enabled at periodic pre-set/ times . 



29. The apparatus according to claim 21, 
wherein the timing device us operable to provide the 
second signal to the contrLller to indicate that the 
telephone ringer is to be /sequentially disabled and 
enabled at varying times on varying days. 
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30. The apparatus according to claim 21, 
wherein the timing devicej is integral with the 
controller . 

31. An apparatus for disabling a telephone 
ringer comprising: 

a light sensing device operable to produce a 
signal indicative of a level of ambient light; 

a recording device operable to play back a 
recording to a calling party, the recording prompting the 
calling party to provide indicia that the call is a 
priority call; and 

a controller communicating with the light 
sensing device and the recording device, the controller 
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being operable to receive the signal /and both (i) disable 
the telephone ringer, and (ii) enable the recording 
device such that the recording devd/ce may play back the 
recording to the calling party, wnen the signal indicates 
15 that the ambient . light has reacheu a predetermined level, 

the controller being operable to/ initiate an emergency 
sequence when the indicia indicates that the call is a 
priority call . 

32. The apparatus according to claim 31, 
wherein the emergency sequence! includes enabling the 
1^ telephone ringer irrespective /of whether the signal 

ry indicates that the ambient light has reached the 

£ predetermined level . 

^ 33. The apparatus /according to claim 31, 

„^ further comprising an alert device in communication with 

D the controller, the controller activating the alert 

12 device when the indicia indi/cates that the call is a 

1# priority call. 

34. The apparatufe according to claim 31, 



wherein the recording promplts the calling party to press 
a telephone keypad button to indicate that the call is a 
priority call, the controller being operable to recognize 
the pressed telephone keypad button such that the 
emergency sequence is initliated. 



35, The apparatus according to claim 31, 
wherein the recording device is operable to receive and 
retain a message from the! calling party. 
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36. The apparatus according to claim 31, 
wherein the controller is operaixLe to disable the 
telephone ringer and enable the/ recording device when the 
signal indicates that the ambient light has fallen below 
a predetermined threshold. 



37. The apparatus according in claim 31, 
wherein the light sensing deyice is taken from the group 
consisting of a photovoltaic/ cell , a photo- transistor , 
and a photo-resistor. 



38. The apparatu's according in claim 31, 
wherein the light sensing device, recording device and 
controller are external tojthe telephone and the 
controller is operable to couple between a telephone line 



and an input connection of 



the telephone, 



39. The apparatus according in claim 31, 
wherein the light sensing device and controller are 
integral with the telephone. 



40. An apparatus for disabling a telephone 
ringer comprising: 

a light sensing device operable to produce a 
first signal indicative ofi a level of ambient light; 

a timing device operable to produce a second 
signal indicative of a tining condition; 

a recording device operable to play back a 
recording to a calling party, the recording prompting the 
calling party to provide indicia that the call is a 
priority call; and j 

a controller communicating with the light 
sensing device, the timing device and the recording 



SPEC\270714 



- 18 - 



device, the controller being operable to receive the 
first and second signals and bcxth (i)^ disable the 
telephone ringer, and (ii) enable the recording device 
such that the recording devic^ may play back the 
recording to the calling partly, when either (i) the first 
signal indicates that the ambient light has reached a 
predetermined level, or (ii/ the second signal indicates 
that a predetermined timing condition has been satisfied, 
the controller being oper^le to initiate an emergency 
sequence when the indicia/indicates that the call is a 
priority call. / 

41. The appa33atus according to claim 40, 
wherein the emergency sequence includes enabling the 
telephone ringer irrespective of whether either of the 
first and second signalis indicates that the telephone 
ringer should be disabled. 

42. The apparatus according to claim 40, 
further comprising an /alert device in communication with 
the controller, the ccDntroller activating the alert 
device when the indic/ia indicates that the call is a 
priority call . / 

43. The apparatus according to claim 40, 
wherein the recording prompts the calling party to press 
a telephone keypad button to indicate that the call is a 
priority call, the c:ontroller being operable to recognize 
the pressed telephone keypad button such that the 
emergency sequence :.s initiated. 
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44. The apparatus according to claim 40, 
wherein the recording device is operable to receive and 
retain a message from the calying party. 



45. The apparatus /according to claim 40, 
wherein the controller is operable to disable the 
telephone ringer and enable /the recording device when the 



signal indicates that the a 
a predetermined threshold. 



)ient light has fallen below 



46. The apparatui; according in claim 40, 
wherein the light sensing d(^vice is taken from the group 



::: cell, a photo-transistor. 



consisting of a photovoltai 
and a photo-resistor. 



47. The apparatus according in claim 40, 
wherein the light sensing device, timing device, 
recording device and controller are external to the 
telephone and the controller is operable to couple 
between a telephone line apd an input connection of the 
telephone . 



4 8'. The apparatus according in claim 40, 
wherein the light sensingl device , timing device and 
controller are integral v\flith the telephone. 



49. The apparatus according to claim 40, 
wherein the timing device is operable to provide the 
second signal to the controller to indicate that the 
telephone ringer is to ne sequentially disabled and 
enabled at periodic pre-|set times, 
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50. The apparatus according to claim 40, 
wherein the timing device ik operable to provide the 
second signal to the controller to indicate that the 
telephone ringer is to be sequentially disabled and 
enabled at varying times on varying days. 



51. The appara 
wherein the timing device 
controller. 




us according to claim 40, 
is integral with the 



• 
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